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To maintain, promote and preserve the historical building known as Cottonwood Mansion

     as a Living Museum that encourages the Public to experience the heritage of the Victorian era.
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President Barbara Held
Vice President David Pearson
Treasurer Catherine Berry Stidsen
Secretary Mary Ann Pearson
Members-at-large Carol Fillmore

Shirley Otterman
Clayt Spears
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Bookkeeper Janet Rutka
Genealogy Karen Richardson
Gift Shop Maureen Edge
Grounds and Maintenance David Pearson
Group Tour Co-ordinator Dorothy Hare
Historical Dorothy Hare
Housekeeping Mary Ann Pearson
Landscaping Mary Ann Pearson
Marketing Catherine Berry Stidsen
Musical Afternoons Carolyn Burrage

Doug Maxwell
Newsletter  David Pearson

Catherine Berry Stidsen
Open Hours Co-ordinator Carol Fillmore
Special Events  Helen Spears, Barb Held
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    Seventeen memb ers at t ended t he AGM  on
M ay  23r d in t he M usic Room, wit h s ixt y
members sendin g p roxies. V ice-Pres id ent
David Pearson conducted t he meet in g, which
concluded wit h t he ele ct ion of f ive t rustees,
four for a two-y ear t erm, and one t o f ill t he
one-y ear balanc e of Bil l Held’s  t erm. El ected
were Barbara He ld, David Pearson, Catherin e
St idsen, Clay t  Sp ears, and Carol F illmor e.

Mary Ann Pearson and Shirley Otterman
check attendance and review proxies at the AGM
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Box 56, 740 Haldimand Road 53
Selkirk, ON   N0A 1P0

Telephone (905) 776-2538
       www.linetap.com/cottonwoodmansion

      email:cottonwoodmansion@linetap.com
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     Cottonwood Trustee
and Treasurer William
Owen “Bill” Held p assed
away suddenly on
Wednesday, April 29th at
the age of 70 years. He had
been involved with
Cottonwood in the early
days of its restoration but
took a “ leave of absence”
in 1996. He returned to

act ive involvement in 2007 and in 2008 was
elected a trustee. Bill put all his skills  to work for
the preservation, growth and development of the
Mansion, and he had many hopes and plans for its
future. Bill was an amazing man who gave his all
to any project with which he was involved. A
lifelong res ident of Fisherville, proprietor of
Held’s Garage and a Paramedic with Haldimand
County, Bill was also very involved with the
Fisherville F ire Department and Minor Sports. We
sincerely extend our sympathy to Barbara and the
family. He will be sadly missed.

     Grace Spence of Selkirk passed away last
November, and her husband Reginald passed
away this  past spring. Both were life members.
We express our s incere condolences to the family.
Their bedroom suite from 1875 is  now on loan to
Cottonwood Mansion and is on display in the
Otterman Room.

     Let us remind you that we keep a book of
Memorials and Special Occasions for donations to
Cottonwood made on behalf of loved ones.
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Martyn & Ian Cooper

Funeral Directors

19 Talbot St. W., Jarvis, ON  N0A 1J0
Tel: 519-587-4414   Fax: 519-587-2849

“Serving you as you would be served”
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     I wish to thank Catherine Stidsen for all her help
and input in the form of copy and photos, which
make my job as editor so much easier. Any news
items, suggestions for future articles, or other
submissions to be considered for the newsletter
should be sent to me, Dave Pearson at
tubadave@primus.ca or by phone at 905-772-5205.
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I want to begin by
thanking all of you who
came to my support in any
way at the sudden death of
my husband and best
friend, Bill.  I especially
thank those of you who
continue to be of help to
me in a variety of ways, not
least of which is with my
work at Cottonwood.

I want to be honest with you and tell you that
since his death occurred there, I first thought I would
sever all ties with the volunteering connected with
that location.  On reflection, when I realized how
much our volunteering there meant to both of us in
the early days, and since our return three years ago, I
determined that I would fulfill my commitments and
with the help of many of you I have been able to do
that.

I am also grateful to the present trustees of the
Mansion who will be planting a king maple tree in
Bill’s memory, on the Cottonwood grounds.  Several
of them grace our home in Fisherville, and this is a
most fitting living tribute to a man who helped many
lives to grow and to thrive, not least of which were
mine and our children’s.

This is a good place to mention who these
trustees are, elected at the 2009 May AGM.  I remain
as President and David Pearson continues as Vice
President.  Mary Ann Pearson remains as Secretary
and Catherine Berry Stidsen will serve as Treasurer
for the next year completing Bill Held’s term in that
position.  Trustees at large are Carol Fillmore,
Shirley Otterman, and Clayton Spears.

I am happy to advise you that the furniture on
loan to us from 1875 is now in place in the Otterman
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Room.  It makes a charming addition to the second
floor.  Clayton Spears organized this and volunteers
are having fun deciding whose room it might
represent.  There are votes for Lillian’s tutor and also
for Melancthon (Mac) Anderson, Cynthia Holmes’
son from her first marriage.

The events during the last quarter have been
successful despite inclement weather and a variety of
other challenges.  Newcomers to the Mansion, and
there have been many, are delighted with the access
they have to our rooms and their artifacts, and to the
quality and quantity of our food service.  Chances on
the Christmas raffle items are going well.  Paul
Wilson of the Spectator mentioned us in his “One
Hour from Home” series and that has brought several
of his readers to visit and to our scheduled events.
Rentals have continued to increase as well.

Unfortunately, we have had to limit our open
hours during the summer season to Thursday to
Sunday from 1-4 p.m.  Several of our usual
volunteers are unable to help us this summer, for a
variety of legitimate reasons.   David and Mary Ann
Pearson are currently covering most of these hours.
Anyone who is in a position to help them would be
most welcome.  We have information on the front
door of the Mansion explaining the situation and our
visitors have been very understanding.

We look forward to a busy next quarter, the
highlight of which will be our Twentieth
Anniversary Celebration on November 8th. Earlier,
on September 19th, we will once again be part of the
third Doors Open Haldimand County, which in the
past has brought three hundred plus visitors to the
Mansion on the first and second occasions. In
October once again is our Fall murder mystery for
which we are already receiving bookings.  Details of
these scheduled events will appear on our website.
We have almost completed a “tour” of the Mansion
which will soon be on this site as well thanks to the
photography of Catherine Berry Stidsen,  the editing
of Shirley Otterman, and the computer expertise of
Linetap.

Clayton and David are working to get our new
sign in place and we are hoping that this will happen
during the next few weeks along with the completion
of the painting of the exterior.

Again, my thanks to everyone who has
contributed in any way, especially during this last
quarter, to the preservation of the Mansion and the
fulfilling of its mandate, and to me personally as I
work to continue to do the same.

  Tues. - Fri. lOam-5pm
  Saturday lOam-2pm

Barnwood Loft
905-776-BARN (2276)

�  4 U 2 BREW  W INE SUPPLIES AND FACILITIES
�  CRAFTS & CLOTHING CONSIGNMENTS

Sears/Village Shop
905-776-2220

� HEALTHWEAR & NURSING UNIFORMS
�  DELI CHEESES, NUTS & CUSTOM BASKETS

15 MAIN STREET EAST, SELKIRK, ONTARIO   NOA IPO     FAX: (905) 776-5123
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     On Sunday, May 17th we held our annual tea in
honour of Queen Victoria’s birthday, and again this
year Her Majesty was in attendance. There were
eleven volunteers helping with the refreshments, and
45 guests came to wish the Queen a happy birthday.
Pictured below is Queen Victoria (Terry Esselment)
receiving some of her guests .
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     Members of t he Tweetwhist ler Society, w ith
headquart ers  at Cottonwood Mansion, Selkirk,
were aghast at the murder of t heir pres ident
Mrs. Eleanor "E.Z." Rich (Susan Dreger),
during the Society's annual ball and s ilent
auct ion, held May 30, 2009. Mrs. Rich was
found st abbed to death in t he Society's  off ice
just as t he ball was about  to begin after an
elegant  f inger food buffet was served by
Cottonwood volunteers Barbara Held, Clayt and
Helen Spears, Louise Grise, and Kim Wilkins.
Local detect ive Noah Story (Jack Esselment )
led an on-the-spot invest igat ion which
culminated in the arrest of Professor Arthur
Fakeyre (Dennis  Dreger).
     P ict ured below is  Detect ive Noah Story
(Jack Esselment ) emerging from the off ice of
the Tweetwhistler Society Headquart ers  at
Cottonwood Mansion, Selkirk, immediately
aft er the discovery of the dead body of the
Society's  pres ident  Eleanor "E.Z." Rich.

Pictured above are the cast:
Standing left to right:  Benjamin Butler (Dan Stuart) , Emma
Story (Brittany Van Dalen) , S carlett Bottoms (Laurie  Stuart),
W inifred Chatwell  (Terry  Esselment) , Noah Story  (Jack
Esselment), Seymour  Bottoms (Bob Esselment) , Arthur Fayker e
(Dennis Dreger)
Seated: Ian " I .M."  Rich  (Henry Bruyns) , Eleanor "E .Z."  Rich
(Susan Dreger).
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     The Mansion t rustees have approved the
hiring of Wiz ard Painters to repaint the exterior
of the Mansion. The est imate is $11,000. Prior to
the painting some carpentry work must be
undert aken. It is  hoped that  the work will be
finished by the end of August.
     The ceiling of the Mansion’s Ballroom must
also be repaired as soon as possible. Estimates
for that  repair are currently being sought. The
Mansion’s  revenue will pay for the painting but
the Ballroom will be an addit ional exp ense. It is
hoped that both projects  may be completed by
the anniversary celebrat ions in November of
2009 and the new s ign will have been installed
by then as well. Special contributions to support
the work in t he Ballroom will be most gratefully
received by the trustees.

     Mary Ann Pearson has been working in t he
garden with the help of members of the Selkirk
Horticultural Society. Many new perennials have
been planted, including daylilies  and Asiat ic
lilies.
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     On Father’s Day Sunday, June 21st, guests
were served fresh strawberries with cake and ice
cream while enjoying a band concert performed
by the Haldimand-Norfolk Concert Band. P ictured
below are Cathie, Etta, and Simon Wheeldon. Etta
was the youngest visitor to the Strawberry Social.
Her father Simon is a member of the Band. In
honour of Father’s Day, a special gift basket draw
was held for the fathers in attendance.

Bob Kerr, regular visitor to Cottonwood, with President
Barbara Held and the Father’s Day gift basket

Conductor Paul McGoveran leads theHaldimand-Norfolk Band
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     On Sunday, July 12th, our own Cottonwood Brass
presented the opening concert at the Cayuga Village
Green, as part of  Cayuga’s 150th birthday celebrations.
Featured on the program was a special solo performed
by Dave Pearson on a circa 1880 antique tuba (pictured
below) on loan from the Haldimand County Museum.
This instrument was originally played in the Cayuga
Brass Band more than 100 years ago. The concert will
be repeated as part of Cottonwood’s Peach Social on
Sunday, August 16th from 2 to 4 p.m. The museum
tuba will again be featured, along with other Victorian
music performed on antique and period instruments.
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     Again this year, Cottonwood Mansion will be a
featured s ite for Doors Open Haldimand County,
taking place Saturday, September 19th from 10 AM
to 4 PM. Doors Open focuses on the herit age of
our communities and is an event that allows the
public to visit heritage sites with no admission
being charged. This will be the third year for
Doors Open Haldimand County, and once again
Cottonwood will play a prominent role. The day
will include heritage displays, artisans
demonstrating their work, and live music,
including a special appearance by a military “brass
band” organ. Built in 1911 in North Tonawanda,
New York, the instrument was made to play in
roller rinks and is “loud”, according to the present
owner, Mrs. Pauline Leonard of St. Catharines. In
1956, Great Lakes Shipmaster, Captain John
Leonard of Toronto, bought the instrument. During
times away from shipping he took the organ on the
back of his pickup truck to a variety of antique
power and steam shows in Southern Ontario. The
instrument was chosen to provide background
music for the carnival scene in “The Natural”
featuring Robert Redford. Since Captain Leonard’s
death in 2001, Mrs. Leonard and friends have been
bringing Captain John’s love for the “Happiest
Music on Earth” to a variety of locat ions, including
Cottonwood.

Pauline Leonard and John Ashworth with the Military Band Organ
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     The present  plans are to have a celebratory
dinner beginning at 1 p.m. on November 8,
2009.  Negot iat ions are underway with
caterers  so that all of our past  and present
volunteers and int erested members can fully
enjoy the dinner.  Our aim is  to keep the cost
at $20 per p erson, wit h two punches and hors
d’ouvres t o begin the celebration and a time t o
meet  with and renew acquaintances.  Aft er
dinner, we are looking forward t o a “story-
t elling” t ime when the p ast twenty years of
making t he Mansion happen will be t old and
re-told.  This  will be followed by t he
pres ident’s  address about t he next years at  the
Mansion and t hen dessert  and more
“ mingling”.  We are limiting attendance to
s ixty p ersons and hop e that  if you are
int erested in coming you will book early by
calling 905-776-2538 or emailing
cottonwoodmansion@linetap.com.
     Any proceeds from this  celebrat ion will be
used for t he rep air of the Ballroom ceiling
which is  the next  major need at Cottonwood.
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     Desp it e inclement  weather including high
winds off Lake Erie, forty guests and t en
volunteers enjoyed Cottonwood M ansion's
annual Beef-on-a-Bun and Corn Roast on
Sunday, July 26th. The food service t ook place
in t he dining room and guests were invit ed to
eat indoors or out . Several opted for al fresco
dining and found shelt ered spots  in sunny
areas.
     F irst  time vis itors  to the Mansion, including
one from Kenora, commented favourably on
the s it e itself and on t he quality and quant ity of
food prep ared by Barbara Held, pres ident  of
Cott onwood and convenor for t he event , and
the other volunteers. In lieu of t he usual craft
show held at t his  t ime, which was cancelled
due to s imilar events  held two previous
weekends in Dunnville and Cayuga, guest s
were t reated to duets  play ed on Baroque
recorders by M ary Ann Pearson and Mary Jean
Folinsbee.
     Several f irst -t ime vis itors  had read Paul
Wilson’s  art icle in the Sp ectator about Selkirk
in his  “An Hour from Home” series.
    Sp ecial thanks t o Snyder’s Sweet Corn, who
donated the fresh corn-on-the-cob for the
event .

George and Jill Bohm, Jack and Darlene Binns,
Roberta and George Stephen

Bruce Gifford of Fisherville shucks Snyder's Sweet Corn

Mary Ann Pearson and Mary Jean Folinsbee entertained the
diners with Baroque recorder duets

Don’t knock the weather, nine-tenths of the people couldn’t
start a conversation if it didn’t change once in a while.

-Kin (Frank McKinney) Hubbard 1868 - 1930
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Current account balance as of August 1, 2009:

$18,038.83

Investment Bonds:
Bell Canada -$65,000 at 6.25%
Loblaws Companies -$65,000 at 5.40%.

Royal Bank GIC’s:
$20,000.00 at 2.6% (2 years non redeemable)
$13,992.71 at 2.35% (2 years redeemable)
$5,000.00 at 2.05% (1 year cashable)
$5,000.00 at 2.05% (1 year cashable)

An intellectual is a man who takes more words than necessary to
tell more than he knows.  -Dwight D. Eisenhower 1890 - 1969
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     T ickets are going fast for this  year’s  quilt
draw. F irst prize  is  a queen-s iz e quilt, valued
at $750 and donated by Ruth Smith of
Edmonton, and her daughter Carol Lefebvre
of Cold Lake, A lbert a. They are the s ist er and
niece of Cottonwood trustee Shirley Ott erman.
The quilt  pattern is known as "Washday
Stars".
     Second priz e is  st ained-glass panel hand-
made by Cottonwood trustee Mary Ann
Pearson, and third priz e is  a $100 gift
cert if icate toward rental of the Mansion.
     This annual raff le is  a major fundraiser for
Cottonwood Mansion. T ickets  are limited t o
1000 and are now on sale at $2 each or t hree
for $5. The draw will be held at our Christmas
event on Sunday, December 13, 2009 at 3:30
p.m. at the Mansion.

Mayor Marie Trainer
      &

Haldimand County Council
45 Munsee Street North

P.O. Box 400
Cayuga, ON   N0A 1E0

***
Office: 905-318-5932

www.haldimandcounty.on.ca
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Victorian Band Concert
and Peach Social

Sunday, August 16th

2:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Entertainment by

Cottonwood Brass Quintet
Adults $10

Children 6 – 12  $5
Pre-schoolers free

**********

Doors Open Haldimand County
Comes to Cottonwood

Saturday, September 19th

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
No Entry Charge!

**********

Victorian Murder Mystery
Saturday, October 17th

7 to 10 p.m.
$35 per person

(includes hot and cold Victorian finger food buffet)
Reservations must be prepaid by October 10th

Info at 905-776-2538 or by emailing:
cottonwoodmansion@linetap.com

**********

Harvest Festival Country Dinner
And Twentieth Anniversary

Celebration
Sunday, November 8th

1:00 p.m.
$20 per person

**********

Sunday Musical Afternoons
October 25th, November 29th

1:30 p.m.
$5

If automobiles had followed the same development cycle as the
computer, a Rolls-Royce would today cost $100, get a million miles
per gallon, and explode once a year, killing everyone inside.

-Robert X. Cringley


